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We Live Here
David Kunhardt: Making the affordable housing
conversation real
Like many Marin community leaders, David
Kunhardt wears many hats. A resident of
Marin for 16 years, David is Vice President
of Structured Finance at Solar Power
Partners, a professional service company in
Larkspur that owns and operates solar
energy facilities. David is also the chair of
the Marin Workforce Housing Trust, and has
cultivated an interest in affordable housing
issues since the 1980s.

The high cost of living in Marin impacted
David’s ability to recruit qualified candidates
to his company, so he joined others from
Marin’s business community who saw the
importance of reasonably priced housing for
its employees.

“Of course we want to attract educated, fully qualified people, but they sometimes have
sticker shock when they see the housing prices in Marin,” David says.

David’s company currently employs several people who make the long commute to work
including one engineer who commutes from Santa Rosa and another from Sacramento. An
employee who recently moved to the county had to downgrade from a three-bedroom
house to a one-bedroom apartment in Marin.

David recognizes that the term affordable housing has been divisive. “People sometimes
have this image in their minds of public housing from the ’70s when they think affordable
housing,” he says. “That is such an outdated image.”

David believes angst about crime or financial fears are misguided. “In my experience,
surrounding home values have been enhanced by quality assets nearby,” he says, citing
Creekside in Larkspur and Rotary Senior Housing. “And if you ask safety personnel like
firemen and police, they will confirm that these properties are no different than market-
rate.”

For a solution, David urges business leaders to simply make the conversation real.

“In the short run, at the least, businesses and others can step up and say, ‘let’s get real
here.’ If we want an effective workforce then we either have to pay them enough to live
here or have more options.”

David added, “It’s not about those people, over there, but about people embedded in our
communities–who take care of our pets, cut our hair, repair our cars, take care of our kids
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in childcare, taking care of all of us. This is us.”
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